
Welcome to the first day of class!

It is such a joy to have our students back on campus, and thank you to everyone who contributed
to making Welcome Week such a wonderful experience for our first-year students. I am truly
honored to have joined this incredible community, and I am so grateful for the conversations I
have had over the past seven weeks with so many of you to learn more about what you do and
your hopes and dreams for Rhodes’ future.

I look forward to meeting many more of you in the coming weeks and months as we work together
to recruit talented students to Rhodes, enhance the student experience, support our outstanding
faculty and staff, and raise the college’s national profile. One way I hope to enhance our
collaboration and transparency is by sharing a monthly newsletter with you throughout the
academic year, and here is the first edition. I will also be sending a similar version each month to
our parent and alumni communities. 

Last week we welcomed an exceptional class. Of our incoming class of 486 students, 94 percent
have a high school GPA of 3.5 or higher, with 54 percent ranking in the top 10 percent of their
class. They come from 40 states, plus the District of Columbia and 13 other countries. Fifteen
percent are first-generation students, and 31 percent will represent Rhodes on the athletic fields
and courts. Thirty-six percent of all incoming students, including international students, are
students of color, with 33 percent of all domestic students being students of color.

As we begin a new academic year, I want to share with you a few amazing stories about Rhodes
that transpired over the summer.

Rankings

In recent weeks, we have been pleased to learn Rhodes has once again received high rankings
from a number of distingu

https://news.rhodes.edu/stories/rhodes-among-moneys-list-best-colleges-america-2022
https://news.rhodes.edu/stories/rhodes-among-nations-best-fiske-guide-colleges-2023
https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2022/08/10/claremont-mckenna-college-is-top-liberal-arts-college-according-to-this-economic-analysis/?sh=246301131768
https://www.princetonreview.com/college-rankings?rankings=best-388-colleges
https://news.rhodes.edu/stories/rhodes-awarded-600k-nsf-grant-continue-student-research-related-antifungal-properties
https://news.rhodes.edu/stories/rhodes-tops-2021-22-saa-academic-honor-roll-397-student-athletes
https://news.rhodes.edu/stories/rhodes-college-choral-groups-experience-universal-power-music-overseas-tour
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/harvey-smith/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtbimgJbNkE
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/j8htyd/a7b4d4f75a57724721657af5288a7148
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https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1873475/1886977/?v=a

